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Iowa

Every four years since 2003 
Professor Beatty has been teaching 
the Iowa Caucus class, but he said 
the 2019 class was the largest and 
the best. Thirty seven students 
in the class were assigned 
presidential candidates and all 
traveled up to Iowa for two days 

to study their 
candidate on 
the campaign 
trail. 

The class 
received a 
"Discovering 
America" WTE 
grant that 

helped them 
with some of the costs. Students 
not only attended numerous 
campaign events in Iowa but they 
also were all able to meet and ask 

candidates such 
as Elizabeth 
Warren, Joe 
Biden, Pete 
Buttigieg, Amy 
Klobuchar, 
Kamala Harris, 
Cory Booker, 
and Andrew 
Yang questions. 

In this class students are 
taught about the election proccess 
and about the Caucus itself. 
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Bernie Sanders 

CaucusClass

The presidential caucuses 
in Iowa are significant because 
they are the first official voting 
contest in the presidential 

primary process 
to select the 
general election 
candidates. 

"Highlights 
of this class 
were when two 
students - Emily 
Unruh and 

Jillian Roy - were asked to join 
Tulsi Gabbard in her morning 
workout," said Beatty. "And, when 
the students following Cory 
Booker got him to do a special 
video message to me and the class 
thanking us for having Washburn 
students learn up close what 
democracy is all about."

This class because can help 
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Campaign signs in Iowa showcase the many 
many candidates at the Iowa Caucus. 

Elizabeth Warren and 
Becca Nyman

Jake Regnier and 
Pete Buttigieg
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Jim Henry and Joe Biden 

Beto O'Rouke and Caleb Soliday

Andrew Yang and Ethan Bennett

Adam Young, Chandler Burrows and Matthew 
Guerrero waited for a Bernie Saunders 2020 
rally to start at Iowa State University in Ames, 
Iowa.

Top right: Melissa King, Kamala Harris, Mayela 
Campa 

Below: Cora Sorensen, Noah Spencer, Amy 
Klobuchar, Kaitlyn Farmer, Cassidy Precht 

Bottom: Conner Starbird, Stephan Simmons, Cory 
Booker, Ethan Bennett, CJ Thompson

"This class is really an immersive experience 
in higher education, especially ones like this 
Iowa Caucus program can really open up 
students' eyes to opportunities they may have 
not believed possible. It's a good reminder 
that our leaders are just people, too." 

-Stephan Simmons, Senior

Kamala Harris and Bayley Baker

Tulsi Gabbard and  
Stephan Simmons


